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Sloss-U.S. Pipe-Jim Walter

The Slogs Furnace Com
nized in the spnin

tal advanced

secralary-ireasurer and Maclin Born to Irish parents
general manager Mooresville in 182
buitt a larg

3

¥ real u‘a'
rthern Alabama
becoming active in raifrcad
developmont during the 'B50s. In 1871,
L & N accepted
mplete the final 67-mile g 3
North Railroad over tne cifficult,
veen Birmingham and Ceca
Rail transport into the Birmingham Cwl’n 1
openad September 24, 1872, (At the time,
this construction nearly bankrupted the

L. & N., but later it provided them lucrative
mineral transport). In 1876, Sloss, whose
business interests had gravitaled lo the
Birmingham C
coks iron oxperiment al Oxmoor, an
1879, he joir forces with Henry
DeBardeleben and Truman N’:mr n the

urnaces, Harry Hargreaves, a Swiss
angineer and associate of English inventor
Thomas Whitwoll ;h{,n]hl&,{j furnace
conslruction 3 first furnace was blov
InApril 12, 1882. A second fol
later. Scores of boshive coke ovens and
ment houses wore erected adjacent to
oporation, Combined daily cutput for
3 two furnaces was 306 to 400 tons of
brand pig fron. Sioss Colonel

S ashev
aggressively
ssed his exte:

allands, |
on Red Mou
quickly bocame
larges

Johnston, presidont of tne Georgia Pacific
Railroad, and Joseph F. Johr
proesid the Alabama National Bank
and later Alabama Governor and U. S

Qanato, v 18 n $3 million ir
Jamon Withars Siass, ontreorena.r and raiload man oe :"l‘«’ By “45?"‘\(” $3 T.l ion in

Sios0-U.8 Pipelim Wallet operations in Jellerson Wwho foundod the Sioss Fumace Company, (The Story 6! northern capital raised by Wall Street

County. [Courtesy Kidd, Wheefer and Fiosser) Coul and lton b Alsbama, Eihel Armas) financier John Camphell Maben, the




ly anized Sloss lron and Steel
1;:1' y acquired the Coalburg Coal
Company, which had mines
(rv,'uh] a Pacific tracks st Coalburg
skside and Blossburg, and buill two
it furnaces in North Birmingham, also
1g the Georgia Pacific tracks. John W
wion and his brother Andrew B
on formed tho North Birminghanm
1 wpany, the North Highiands Land
wpany and the North Birmingham
ding Company and began
slopment of industrial suburbs near
umace works. Despite the new name,
5 four

ys
y and mill
ons 1"rum|y by 18
th of local pig fron product
ufacturers, the company aggrossively
wed markets throughout the Unitad

3s and abroad. In 1894, & sgan
i trade with Europe, Australia, Japan

South America
the company acquired sevoral
aco operations In the

p-Sheffield District — the Hattle
y and Lady Enslay U'rac

¥ his dau ]h:ﬂ':- un] he
delphia furnaces — in a
Hantial coal and ore lands, notably the
m ore mines at Russollvilie

‘ganized as lre Sios L"dﬁluﬂ Steel
Iron Co
Jorsoy wath
on, the ¢

d largest producer of pig iron. (The

Birmingham District was then produci

2 million tons of iro ot
I U. S, production). Company assols
luded seven blast fumaces (1,400 tons
per day total capacity); 1,500 beehive
coke ovens; 94,500 acres of mineral lands,
gl mines in Jefferson County at

five

and Cardiff; red ore
irondale (later called Rullner); quarries al
North Birmingham, brown ore mines al
Russellv 1,200 worker tanoments, and
31 stores, warehousos and office

ime of reorganization, the Age
noted the
company Wf’lb proqre-,\.wu al lert and
ready to meet all compeotition in the new
world and the old world." In 1802
Campbell Maben, Virginia-bom director of
the Goorgla Pacific and the Wall Street
investment banker who had financed the
company since its inception, became
presidont, He instituted major
improvemaents at the City Furnaces and
areamines. By 1905, underground slopes
were opened et the Sloss and lrondale
mines on Red Mountain and new coal
mines in the Warrior fields opened at Flat
Top. Nebo and Bessia. A post office was
established at Maben and named for him
The Flat Top coal mine, run almost
exciusively by co! abor, decan
Sloss’ largest produ In 1504, Si
produced 382,267 lons of pig iron,

1,400 669 tons of coal, 544,737 tons of
coke, 500,274 tons of red ore and 83,961
t of dolomite

Sloss production boomed during World
War . From 1918 to 1820, the company
built a modern coke by-products piant at
its Nort ite, where 600
Seme aced 1,380
nace site. They
procuced a more uni M coke and such
valuabte by-products as gas for the City of
Birmingham’s domestic consumplion and
ation for the Slogs mines,
1 electrical coal
, which allowe
s 10 retire, In 191
Bnmnng'\um_ citing excessive poliution
and annoyance, had compe!led the
company o close its beehive ovens
he 1920s, Sloss remained a
¢ of marchant pig iron. In

the any expandod
wilh the purchase of the Sheffield lron
Corporation and the Alabama
Corparation. By 1924, total Sloss

: od 11 furnaces and 83,000

| lands owned In fee simple plus
0 acres of mineral and surf ights,

tal of 161,000 acres. (Jefferson County
mines purchased at this time incjuded
those at Lewisburg, Kimberly and
Brookwood. Sloss also acquired the Mary
Lae Railroad.) With the help of the now
purchases, production of coal, coke and
ig Iron doubled in 1823 and 1924, In
825, Sioas opened the Humoro mine and

°

stop on the © om;u vy

ately, the newly acquired
(um.n_u:- bull in Hm Sheflield Drslr ct

Y
am of substantial Improvements was
d. During 1927 and 1928, tho two

inc 'Lu>edlo~ 00 ns ,mv(‘,a‘,- In ,3;4\ the

s' !mgc.’.l t.ustomer, m..quvu:r.x
from A ||M"(' Chr"m\‘.'l‘- & Dvr- (‘orno'm«m of

Pipe bad cpc’al@d two
plants in Bessemer and North Birmingham
since 1898 and 1911, respectively. n

company. From 1952
the North Birmingham coke works
3. In 1958, construction of the No. &

urmace (with a "‘ij capacity of
300 tons) adjacer U. S. Pipe North
Birmingham plant c-;«\s'vﬂéc olsqn iron
production, The older North Birmingham
lurnaces were subsoquently dismantiod
and the land redeve! 'Jpvd Throughout the
950s and 1960s
about 70 p
and 13 per

Sloss

ent of its coke. At this lime,
mining all its raw materials
By the late 18508, imported ores
supplemented Red Mountain and
Russellville production, which was finally
disconlinued in 1975,

In 1969, Jim Waller Corporation
acquired control of U. S, Pipe. Established
as a builder of low-cost, partial'y finished
homes In the late 1840s, within 20 years
the Jim Waiter comp:
of the ni s lar

ne
home builders
of building

In the ensuing years, serving the water
and waste transmission mark and
benefitling from the steady flow of federal
funds vrofects 1o implement the Clean
of Act, U. S. Pipe has remained
ation’s largest producer of pressure pipe
for water supply. Plants at Bessemer and
North Birmingham continue to operate in
the Birmingham District

In 1874, Jim Walter began deep
mining of high-grade coal from
acquired through purchase of |
the Mining Division organized a
program uncer which four new mines with

will
y the
Mining Division was produ:mg 2 millior
lons per yoar and employing 1,449 people
in six underground mines (Including the
older U. S, Pipe-Si mines at Neb
Flat Top) and new operations intho
and Blue Creek fields. During 1¢
old Bessie mine was reopened. The Coke,
Iron and Chemicals Division, successor to
the Sloss-Sheffield North Birmingham
coke plant c-srabushm'i in 10‘8 produces
coke, coke by-prod nd pig iron and
e'ﬂr‘lo, 8 715 people our plants
2@ corporate re ization in 1875,
the North Birmingham No. S furnace, part
of the Coke, fron and Chemicais Division,
has competed with low-cost forelgn pig
iron and domestic scrap lron for its share
of the U, S. pipe market. Tha L & N
provides cheap rail bransporiation for its
output 1o foundry markets in the Midwest
The No. § fumace is the Birmingham
Digtrict's last ramaining merchant iron
biast fumace still In operalion
Jim V..uler blew out the Sloss C
Furnaces In 1972, citing technolog
obsolescence and high cost of installing
pollution control devices as compelling
arguments for the closing. The company
donaled the furnac ta to the
Birmingham Fair Authority, which
translorred it to the City of
the summer of 1876, the Histeric Amarice
Enginoering Record (HAER), a division of
the National Park Service engaged in the




Jmentation of Ametica's |

d in the National Register ol Historlc
08 and have been designaled a
onal Historic Landmark. (Landmark
is means that a panel ol national
arls considers the sile 1o be “of
sptional value to the nalion and an
slaceabia pant of our national
tage.”)
or additional discussion of the Sloss,
Pipe, and JimWalter companies, se¢
sections on North Birmingham,
Iburg, Cardiff, Brookside, Blossburg
Top-Alden, Lew g, Kimbaerly,
s and Rulfner)

S ASSOCIATED WITH SLOSS-U. 5. PIPE-JIM
TER

» City Furnac 1882 (rebuilt 1527-28)

&, bathhouse, commissary
sth betwee~ 208 un¢ 30nd Sirosts
Jown Birringhas

& Quarters Site (c. 1900)
tion of 18l Avenue and 32nd Street South
esicie

Jim Walter Resources General Offices
U. §. Pipe and Foundry Comspany Meadquariers
(1953)
3300 Ist Avenue
Downtows Blrminghem

Jim Walter No. 5 Biast Fumace Plant (1858)
On ficning merchand plg ron fumacs n tn=

aminal and minoral wool planks
A200 Hurtsville R
North Bisminghare

Jim Walter Resources Coke and Chemicals
Divislon

Orginally Stoes- S lold Coke Prant, est 191820
0 35th Stroet North

n Birmingham

She of Slo hettloid Steel and Iron Company
Furnaces, In operation 1887-1950¢

[0 aast of 27In Sueel Al 248 Avenue

Noith Birmingharm

Sloss Quartors
North 27h Biroot, batween 25ih and 26th Avenues
North Birmingham

Jim Wolter Rosources Mining Division
Hoadquartors
Brookwaod

. 8. Pipa Narth Birmingham Pipo Works, est. 1895
3000 20 Avenua
Nuith Bkmingham

U, §. Pipe Bessemer Plpe Works, ast. 1890
2023 81 Lovis Avenue
Honsemer

Former Coal Mines: Coalburg, Brookside,

Blossburg, New Fosad, Cardift, Lewlsberg,
Seardes, Mary Lee, Kimberly, Bessie, Fiat Top

Currant Coal Mines: Blue Creek No. 3, No. 4, No. §
and No. &, Nebo

Potmer Ore Mines: Rutfner, Hammond, Sloss,
lhoncdale

NORTH BIRMINGHAM

Nortn Birmingham was originally part of
the Allred Nathanle! Hawkins plan
Hawxins, grandson of ¢
Williamson Hawkins on wh

yioneer setller

and later deputy sheriff ar q
Jefferson County, His 2,000-ac mwas
noted for its pleasantly sioping hills and
many springs and creeks

The bountiful water supply prompled
Indian settiement during the mound
buiiding period and also the area’s first
industrial development. In 1872, the Elyton
Land Company, which founded the City of
Birmingham in 1870, formed a subsldiary
company o bulld a watorworks, Civil
engineer Willis J. Milner, then an officer of
the land company and supetintondent of
the waterworks, chose Village
Birmingham's water supply and built a
pumping station along 21st Avenue
between 30th and 315t Strects North. By
May 1873, the station pumped wator to a
reservoir on the hill at 13th Avenue and
22nd Streat North; it then lowed by gravity
through a pipeline afong 32nd Strget 1o the
downtown area. By 1887, with the spread
of population over the watershed and
fouling of waters by industrial pla
Village Creek suppiy had become
inadequate. The Elyton Land Company
thon built a canal fro

s, the

forming the

Birmingham pumping station. Not until canal are still visible in Tarrart near J Milner and

rson Boulevard ) gers for the two
1 October 1, 1888, brothers John W.
f and Andrew John
blish a permanent solution tr

M. Tutwiler,

jor rallroads
would provide rail transportation o
W town. Al this time, association

e Cahaba River,

ningham, did the

new p

nins

stor

dont and

company es urer of the Georgia Pacific Railroad, with la r-banker Joseph Formne
1o the city's domestic water needs, The organized the North Birmingham Land n to John and Andrew
North Birmingham ing stal Company and purChased 900 ucies uf viher V la

remained in service until 1938, It was
subsequently demolished, Portions

land for development as a manufacturing
f the and residential town. Direclors included 2 Company. In 1887, under Joseph

Lone Siar Cement Company plant with quarmy (ieff) and viow of North Birmingham convmunity (lop). 1954, (Birmingham Nows)




Johnston's dicection, Sloss bullt two blas!
furnaces in North Birmingham and
bstantial © v

s just o the

Georgia

Consistenl with late 18th-Century

avelopmont practic: tha North
Birmingham Land Company laid oul ihe
town in a reclangutar gfid. Railroad and
manufacturing sites were localed on love
plains, residences for whites on the
wooded helghts. Avenues, a generous 80
1o 100 feet wide, ran from north to south
beginning with First (now 35th) at the North
Birmingham Park (now the golf course)
They extended to 12th Avenue just north of
Village Creek, Streets were numbored
from First to Ninth, and ran from east to
wesl, parallel to the tracks of the rallroad
which formed the town's eastern border
The tracks of the Georgia Pacific (later the
Southern), St. Louis and Santa Fe (later
Frisco) and Birmingham Mineral Rallroad
crossed the grid pattern at 8th {now 27th 1o
20th) Avenue, separating the white section
o the north of the tracks from the black
section 1o the south. Yards for the Ge
Pacific were located along the pre
Weatherly Road (named 1o
Weatherly, a fawyer for the
Pacific). T o and lllinols Central
ed shops and yards near the
The first commer 3

34

led 1o the entrance of the Sloss furm

In Decambe.
rmingham S
incorporated as a land ¢¢
stimulat

orid ovor
tumed west 1o 27th
L ending at North Birmingham Park
site of large springs. Later commercial

along 27th St the route of

» sireetcar line which became the
business heart of North Birmingham

The Weekly lron Age of August 11, 1887
describeo North Birmingham with its
"asly collages and park unsurpassed in
arrangement and laste by anything in
Birmingham,"” as the city’s "prettiest
suburb. The fron Age reporier also noted
that one of the North Birmingham Indian
mounds was supplying dirt for a railroad
fill and commented: " How this age of utility
remorselessly destroys the relics of the

Birminghe ountry Club incorporated on
October 1, 1898, as a driving and
reation club. At this time principa

7 members

ivities of the chu

was also
Birmingham. in
built the Highland
ew Park on

uthside. In 1827, need for

established in Noi
the two merg
Park Club at
Birmingham's

Birmingham Country Club's first clubhousa, built In tho
18908 In North Birminghum Park. (Birmingham Pu
ary Archives)

pingham Park in 1902, doscr
Charming. veroant, nikuring” 8nd A "show »
Magic Cy”". (Bimingham Puthic [Rvary

faciities promple:

ca e
nt location in Shades

ries o locate in
s the Henderson

eel and Manutacturing Company (later
Hondcorson Stect)

On February 27, 1888,
Birmingham's lirst steel was molded into
Ingots al the Henderson plant. Henc
New York furnace man who m
nled open-hearth furnaces to
ingustrial site near Village Creek. Chy
and engineer William H, Hassinger, then
general manager of the Alabama Rolling
Milts, superiniended the complicated
process by which the open-hearth
furnaces converted local minerals into
sleel, Declared of superior auaiity by
American ang English experts and greatly
acclaimad by the southern press, the first
district-made steel created much
excitement. However, its production was
expensive, InJuly of 1890, a committee of
the Birmingham Commercial Club
{composed of A. B. Johnston, then
president, W. H Hassinger and TC! and
L. & N. representatives) assumed

on works. Failure
sary capital to improve
Hant eventually led to

werg me uccessful

a3

completed ci

s

uction

f a city hall and

o



and J. H
erved as mayors of the city. Acc
e Birmi m News of May 31
ity ‘boasted a | systom of public
ols and churches noalthiul

J beautitul y and pure
Hundreds of workers built or rentod

o

UJ(J(
’TI]!ﬂ'JIJ.'

Bmingham m 1914, showing community (cons
U.S. Pipe plant anc' Collegevilio grid (right). (€

plane, 5 linois Central and Friscoyards

nam, Agee Map CoNpction)

1889 experienced pi r-m\n
Penngylvanian J. K. Di B¢
tial plant at the junct mn of the
English

S‘reel an‘ ”
1901

of 27th Avenue. In
d New Je
ted Alabama's first
prmr-r company, the Southern Cement
Company, and began processing blast
furnace slag acquired from Sloss' North
Birmingham furnaces al a sile adjacent to
the furnaces. This plant became a leading
local producer of mortar cement for use in
buildings, and later hydro-electric dam
and road construction.! Packing and
sewer pipe companies, a knitting mill and
a sand, lime and brickworks rounded out
the area’s diversified industry In 1904
The North Birmingham Land Company
actively promoted the industrial city under
sive chairma Ips of Col
James J. Gamotlt, industrialist and coal
d Horbert
Iu!‘d( mnpm,

essmen in Richmond, Vir
York bankers and directors of the
Sloss-Shefiield and Southem Railway

Jusk

Corporation of Chicago
23 3 shipping lovennal
ay acquived e Goorg'a Pacil

uﬂc.}(nl(‘!ldhbr the fou
:‘hrmm“'!‘m‘ “\lr.u"

Birmingham Ruil &

A've Company piant

Range Company
tured wood and coa
{ -f, and sloves and a

t e of cast Iron skiliets and
hollowware. Acompany slogan advertised

based in Georgia, located a nov
Ine weslern portion of the city wh
separate community of Acipco aventually
C(vl‘l()p((} This company r absorbed
s Foundry operation. In 1911,

a recenl combiine ol southern
pipeworks, acquired the Dimmick Pipe
Plant.* By 1920, North Birmingham

(Courtesy, Carlislo Jones)

boasted seven pipeworss

In 1911 hdf- ns Williams o
Birmingham Rail & Locomative Col
0 North Bim ningham. Founded ir 188
the f(:mpzmy engaged in ret
selling steam lovomotives. In 1915 H
‘.’-.nh.s:n' Hasking® brother, entered the
company.®

Bimingham Stove & Range Company plant
(Courtusy, Hugh Rusiing)

t.'h r.,-.xfw
rall nrd alind o
tw Sirminghar
family owrd &




38 company oxpanded
18 N\‘.”h lrxr"w ™ “l im urx-'.: ions with

',, expand with cor :I'J

the Birmingham Aealty
Beginning in 1912, Birmingham Realty
began major improvements to its Nar

5 bingt futnace (1958), the last
ant iron fumace In the Birmingnam pmend inticmend. .

Lons Star (now Citadol) Cemont Company Headquartars (1922), (Marjorie L. White)

property just south of the arigina! North
ningham clty limits
extendac

built. The
maintai nud ihe boulevard as a
Jarkway and hoped it would
"gream" of the steel town's

mpany
beaulitul
.Hl'n { the
ty

A 1608 mag agridofstreststothe
aast of the Dimmick pipe plant and the
Southerm Railway tracks that indicates the
beginnings of a community at the site of
Collegeville d
Cameron, Will
Holmes and S
Birmingham ¢

egaville This eleme

Company buill several
m bungalow:

mpany ang o
ded streets, building additional

ite housing which they sold lo blacks
who worked at area pipe shops, foundries
and comentworks and in the Lewisburg
mines. Along the Southern Railway tracks
the Sloss Company maintained the many

gradually

rusty-rod row houses of “S
{Most of these were

Quarters.”
2d in 1864

whare the
Foundry «
carly 1810s

Al IVw time businesses
included Censolidated Mercaniile
Company (a Wylam-based operation),

ltalian grocers, the Ferguson Millingry
Dry Goods Company, North [wrnmrha m
Trust und Savings Bank, the J. H, Berry &

J, i Borry & Compeny Buliding (1910)
(Marforio 1. White)




store. In 1921
Piggly Wiggly and ¢
chain stores aiong 27th &
ovies came to the North
yam Theater. Construction ol the
| etyle Security Trus! and Savings
w The First National Bank of
1am), the North Birmingham
ibrary and the first professional
iiiding, the Mason-Martin

. from 1923 10 1926, was lurther
2 of the district's prosperity, In

ringham City Hall (1910}, (Bimingham
sutssy A. M. Shook, 1l

19;

9.
tailest an
Birmingh
community pride and
Birmingham Me:

S. Departme Commerce
" 118 tamilies (a total
population of 38,105 persons) lived in the
10.7 square miles which constituted North
Blrmingham

After World War Il construction of the
26th Streel overpass and widening of old
U. S, Highway 31 led 1o creation of a new
commercial district along 26th Stroet
Distinguished by neon lights, plastic
hamburger joints and chicken stands, it
vied with the 27th district one block over.
Other community Improvements,
including several overpasses and

The First Nathonal Bank of Birmingher—Nomn
Birmingham Grune

{Dobovs A Gaedonj

Intersiate B5, alleviated man ffic
congestion oroblems in the communily
but aiso contributed to a decline in the
ative attractiveness and vitality of the
Ider commercial and residentia

ections. Today 20 percent of North
rmingham land is devoted to plants of
large industrial establishments which give
employment to many people who raside in
he community. More than 100 major
industries located in the area, including
the world's lwo largest cas! iron pipe
manufacturars, provide economic
underpinning for fulure community
development. Perhaps moro than any
other of Birmingham's industrial suburbs,
North Birmingham comes closest to
fulfilling the ideals of its founders, who in
Octobar of 1886 formed a land company to
build an industrial and residential town

-

NORTH BIRMINGHAM SITES
Industrios

U.S. Pipe Plant, sal. 1899
00 J0th Avenus Nodh

Birmiagham Stove and Range Company, est. 1902
Huntswillo Road of 27 Avenue

American Cast iron Pipe Company, esl. 1805
1501 31et Avanue Nodth

Jim Walter Resources Coke, Iron and Chemicels
Division, originally Sioss-Shelflold, est. 19
No. § blast furnace ( 1958), mineral wool and chamica
plants, Mary Les Raikood

4200 Huntsville Roac

3500 350 Sweat Nortn

Citade! Cement Corporation Shipping Tecminal
. P P d Plat and

Formesty
Quarry Hi
2000 Hamaville Road

0 Pheenix Por

Martin-Mariotis Shipping Termins!
Originally
2800 24th

uthem Comant Compary

ot Nort

Birmingham Tank Company
2716 26 et Nortr

Birmingham Rall and Locomotive Company Plant,
ont. 1011
3615 28h Way Norir

Birmingham Clay Products, eal. 1926
234 Lane North

Altoc Industri
1780 Vana

Excelien! View of North Birmingham Plants
470 Avenue along ridge from Lewisburg 1o Boyles
Yards

Site of North Birmingham Pumping Station
(10731939)
218t Avenge betwaan 3

&nd 318t Sie

15 North

Site of Stoss North Birmingbam Furnaces, in
oporation 1887.1850s

To aast of 21h Streot at 241h Av

Site of Sloss Quarry
Now ek ard tangll]
East of | 65 Gotwoen 1917 and 2

Site of Henderson Furnsce

2 was provuced

41 Averne Noem

Just north o

i13ge Cros
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL SITES
Original Cammorciai D

Asong rout
M &

wict (1510s-208)

SN euter

North Birminghem City Hall (fusctioned as such
1902-1010)

Now Dove Oveted

Consolidated Mercantilo Bultding (before 1919)

Now Jordan Tunoral Momne

SE Co Strest and 28th Averie

The First National Bank of Birmingham, North
Birmminghom Branch (1920)

Orlginaity Nortn Birmingham Teust & Savings Bank
2030 2Nb Suest Nodn

J. H. Borry Realty Bullding (1910)

2010 271t Streot North

Martin Bullding (1626)

an's Dep. orit Store

Braswell Furniture (1024)

Odiginally Socurity Trust and Savings Bank
atar Hill Qrocary

3107 318t Sweat Nodh

8. H. Kress & Company Notions Building (1929)
3012 220 Gtrael Norny

New Commercial District (1950s-800)
26th & | betwaan 28th ane 33 Averyos North

North Birmingham Square (1981)
Architect Kidd, Whoe

g 26th ane 27th Sirents b
P orth

Nos

onn 30t and 31e

North Birmingham Park, st 1586

called

IGN Averus

Residential District (1910)
st to I6N Avens '

stwman 200h and 28N Sirsets

Mt Vernon Methodist Church, sst 1878
Missionery Bantis
Al 260N Stroat Noah

35th Avenue Baptist Church (1927)
Now Wt F igrim C

North Birmingham Baptist (1855)
Now o Monumental Baptist Chy
20ty Sieee! & 334 Averioe ?

North Birmingham Presbyterian, est. 1906
2410 260 Stroe! North

St Augustine Catholic Churey
2034 34 Avonua North

Norwood Realde | District, est. 1690s, principal
dovelopment 19108 ond 13208

From 124 1o 15h Avanues Norlh beiwsen 26th and
2dca Str and aleng Norwood Boulevas
extends from 15th Avenua 1o Vanderbilt Scag

COLLEGEVILLE SITES

Residential Distriet
© oast and wost of Huntsviilo Road
betwean 275 and 350 Avenvoes North

$ite of Laudordale College

Collegevitie Housing Project (1964)
3031 29th Avenue

Bathel Baptist Church

3233 29 Averue North

Carvar (originally Hudson) High School
3% Tarnce Noeth




Tant

rior to the Civil W
n embraced mos
anl, Six springs fi
8, pi f sot
«~ Tarrant) Methoaist '.V‘u"_h hr

ch maintained ective campgrounds
| hetd frequont revivals until

truction of the campgrounds by federal
ps in 1865
‘irca 1880, George Washington
vason built a farmhouse (later reused
the American Legion headquarters)
lestablished the first general store, Tho
1l community was still "just a country
ceintheroad" in 1889, whenthe L. & N,
snded the Birmingham Mineral

Iroad through Boyles to Oneonta and
ampion. However, this excellent rail
@88 opened tho area for later industrial
relopment.
Yy the 1910s, the future site of Tarrant
i developed into a rich dairy region with
local dairies In operation, Also three
omite quarries had beenopened TC‘ 8
ona Quarry, the Dolcito Quarry,'
sated by Birmingham Rea‘l/

npany, successor lo the Elyton Land
'?e“y and the Lacey- Pum n‘w\ alled
cer) Quarry

19 the N
mpany built the first m
nt in the area. Princ
npany also formed the Tarra
mpany and laid cutagrido
m of Tarrant wes formed anc

2

National Cant iron Pipo Company (now Clow) Hesdquerters (1012), (Debora R. Gardon)

Felix I. Tarrant, prosident of Nationa! Cast
Iron Pipe, Many streets commemorated

served as tho city’s first mayor and justice
of the peace. Alabama By-Products
Corporation (ABC), formed in Dacember of
1920 to mine coal and produc
"J\hL Kcr‘re's lant and inore
Imes, with
oc;crl;cn( te vn»:'aases in primary

Groan and Charle
from Birmingha
Birmingham and Boyles reached the
community in 1916, In 1918, the Kop
Company, a Pittsburgh engin:
constructed a coke by-produ
the federal government as par of the
id War | effort se industnes

altracled kers, who incorporated U
City of Tarrant on August 17, 1918. Th
oulation was 734, G. W "--’.\f?‘:‘i&‘:ﬂ

"The Elyton Land Company acquited te Dokito
Quarry site In (he 1880 when attempling to gain
raght-ci-way for the Milo Crenk Canal which
wox b bring waker trom Five Mile Crawk 10 the North
Bimmingham pumping station, An o band
ownor rofused 10 sail sything but his enties 480-acre
vact Active quarrying bagan fhore in the aarky 19008

na, denzoi and coal

ears of steady growth
new industrie acled
Tamant. In 1818 Hc':--‘:n Sr*‘-'h

esteblished the Vulcan Rivet Company, a

gh Portland and Lone
S.m Cemaor u companies bulil large planis
Just 1o the west of Tarrant, The L. & N
maintained and expan: its shops and
yards. In 1928, Bert Meadows |ocated the
Birmingham Omamental Iron Company,
ther makers of wrought iron railings,
stairs, grates and griliwork, just north of
Tarranl, The Tarrant Commercial Club,
forerunner of the present Chamber of
Commerco, was formed in 1924
Population by 1830 had grown to 7,341
In 1837, the City of Birmingham, with the
aid of the Works Progress Administration
and tho Public Works Administration,
constructed an industrial water ling
through the Pinson Vallay to a dam which
created Inland Lake, 31 miles north of
Birmingham. During the past 30 years, this
wator supply coupled with iImproved
roads, good rall access and active
promotion have led many new industr les to
locate in industrial parks constr
the Tarrant-Finson area. Promot
| growth have been the
am Re.:". Company, the L &N
and Seaboard raliroads and Birmingham
b ssman H. Y. Carson, all large
ldrn holders nfr‘ the old L & N. Minera
n Valley Parkway

The First Natloral Bank of Blemingham—Turrant
Branch, formerly Tarrant City Savings Bark (1920s)
(Courtasy, 'he Fiest National Bank of Blemingham)

rricH AG Tho

Grotesque heads an
I H Gordo

ontrane

Fioldstons bungalow, Sican Avenve.
(Marjorie L. White)

(Alabama Highway 79 and the route of the
old Huntsvil'e Road.) Carson served asthe
guiding light for Pinson Valley
redevelopment. In 1964, he donatad 100
acres of land lor establishment of
Jefferson State Junior College, now
located on H. Y. Carson Road, several
miles north of Tarrant. The Birmingham
Waterworks Company filter plant, builtand
put into sarvice In 1972, was also named
for Carson

Among major firms altracted lo the
Pinson Valley in recent years are the

Birmingham Omamenta! Iron Company, a




gham company
w specializing in produ
w-iron fumniture; Thomp
iny, aiso a Birming
shed in 1957; the St. Regls
iny of Now York;, Hoamar
ation of St. Paul, Minngsola
iteel Productions Carporation of
ook, Illinois; the Royal Cup Cotfeo
iy, a Birmingharn firm establishe
3 and now operatea by Willlam E
ind family; and other

icturers, distributors and

tors of industrial and agricultural

1s.

on of

2t Coie Piaet, 1880 (Cowtesy, ABC)

$, making ASC one of
depenaent

metallurgical coal 10 the Tarrant plant
James B. Clow & Sons, &

od pipe company with
foundries In Ohio and lilinois, acquired
Tareant's original industry, the National
Cast Iron Pipe Company plant, in 1928. In
1935, National Cast Iron Pipe was merged
into the Clow company, Later known as
Clow Cur;mm'x(m ihe company is now
principally dovoled to waste and water
treatmant, The Tarrant plant produced cast
lron pipe and littlings until October of 1980
when pipe casting operations were
discontinued. Today, the plant, whose
Initial construction led to the founding of
the City of Tarrant, operates a sand
stings foundry that produces pipe
fitings and engineared castings for
general industry and employs about 100
persons

TAARANT SITES

Clow Corporation Tarrant City Plant, est. 1912
Hoadauarters (1912)

(Now & 8and casting loundry)

Pnson Valley Highway (AL 79) ot Kational Street

1 By-Produc
By-Products Plant,
Pineo Va'lyy Highway

C. Coke
L 1918

TC! Ketona Quairy (1500e-1923)
Now Kelona Lakes
Just wost of Pinson

ey Mighway

Dolclto Quarry, esl. January 12, 1910
2101 Pinson Va'ley Hiphway

Velcan Rivel and Boll Cumpuny, est. |
{Divisien of Bathiehom Stesl Corporation since 1952)

1020 Pinson Valley Highway

Birmingham Omamenial tron Company, eat. 1920
Prosent plank bulll In 1966
1357 Pinson Vadoy Hiphway

Site of Mortwather Farmhouse

(This antebellum farm ombraced the sile of tha oity of
Tarant.)

Now Wastern Suparmarkol

1620 Pinson Streot

Commercial Diatrict (1910s-408)

Pingon Streot batwaen AL 70 and JC 126

Ells Bynum’s Orug Store, est. 1913
(Tarrant's first drugstorn and post oflics)
SE comer of Ford Avenue and Pinson Stroet

Tarrant City Hall & Fire Station (1926)
1004 Ford Avonue

Tarant Bethel) Chureh,
est. 1818 (1957)

Jackson Boyleviud at Ford Avenue

Tarrast City Savings Bank
1707 Pinsan Stre

Tarrant Library, est. 1930 (1637)
Sk | reation ¢

1852

o park

Tarrant Ubrary (1952)
Site of C. M. Geeen House

Fond Stroet

The First National Bank of Birmingham, Tarrant
Beanch (15209)

Originally Tarrant C
Tracees Nsfional

Boyies

Originel Residential District (19109-208
a

In 1927, Tarrant annexed the City of
Boyles, which had incoryp d in 1920
Boyles Junction, at the intersection of the
L. & IN. main Kne and the mineral raliroad
existeo as early ag 1887. Here from 1904 to
1 the railroad built a $34 million shop
center including roundhouse and such

)
Jockson Boulavard 1o Etowah. Tho &

Wharton, Ford and Ellzabes Suests

agn,

Terrent City Public SThoo! (T¥23)
East Loke Boulevard

To roach Tartam from | 20-20
Exit 128 (Tal apoosa Stroet

orthoas! at

L &N locomative, 008! car and crow (fire, brake and fagman) et Boyles Shop, ¢ 1905, {Rirminganm Putitic Uboary

ang car rotarders. A residential
ioped about the yards, In
1908, streelcar service was extended to
Bayles Inrough East and North
Birmingham and the community grew. The
Birmingham Waterworks canal, builtinthe
1880s from Five Mile Creex to North
Birmingham, formed the spine of the town,
today's Canal Avenue and Jefferson
Boulevard

Boyles was named for Irish engineer
Bartholomew Boyles, who was aclive in
construction of the South and North
Alabama Rallroad across the stale. In the
1870s, he acquired substantial acreage,
Including minera! lands about Lowisburg
and New Castle,

BOYLES SITES

L. & N. Yards, sat. 1904

To west of Pinson Valley Mignway

Boyles United Mathodist Church, sst 1907 (1908)
Now 3 privite res/dance— 637 Ball Avonue

Doyles Baptist Church, est. 1007

1406 Aabama Strest

Boyles Public School (1926)
939 Overton Averve

To reach Bayles from
122 (Tatlapoosa Stree?)

Inglenook

velopment of the Boyies yards
croated a demand for housing. In 1810, the

10




loyles and Inglonook in 1914 with L. & N. yards and
hops an integral part of ho comnmunitien
Srefankamp's Map of Sirmingham, 1914, Agoa Mag

k Realty Company, of whichii. M

fenderson was president and law

and cuiet hillside a

of the rallroad yards

yaras “pulled the crowd out there

and conlinued
18205 W. P. Bls

k's narrow
1y of it
churches, including the Inglenook First
United Mathodi aplis
Churches, were establigshed at this time
Corporate [imits of the community were
frst defined In 1917 In the early 1220s
S. P. Helton served as mayor. Or
1927, Inglenook bacame the firs
incorporated town to voluniarily annex
tsell to the City of Birmingham
Construction of the Spanish style fire

Enon Cumbariand Preatwtecien Church (Debora R

slation In the iate ‘9

oh of the
brary since 1979

am's first pubiic

3 Newesl suburd.
1834 an estimated 3
(inctuding 801 families
popuiation of |
miles. Additional houses
constructedinthe g World War Il boom

juare

were

Still geographically isolated, Inglencok
retains a strong sense of communily
identity

INGLENOOK SITES

Older Residontial District (1610s-20s)
Notth of East Lake Boulovard

34th to 40th Avanues North

Vandorbill Road east to 41af Sireat

¢ (Later United) Pr
Church, est. 1821 (1
Now Marilage Primilive Baptiat
East Lake Boulovard al 4181 Stroet Norh

Inglencok Firet United Methodist Church, ost. 1913
{1924, 1948)
$108 36th Avere North

First Baptist Church of Inglenook, ost. 1014 (1928)
413t Street and 401h Terrace North

Btr Public Library
(1827)

City Fire Siation trom 1927
4132 Street and 40k Teer

Inglencok Cemetery
Betweon 41af and 43¢ Avonues Novin enst af 40

THE CAHABA VALLEY

norheast ©

& southwes!

s Mil
ton 1o its junction with the L
A, eight miles south of the City o
Birmingham. The Little Cahaba, rising in
springs located to the northeast of Leeds,
flows in a southwesterly direction through
the Cahaba Valley to Lake Purdy. Qak
Mountain forms the southeastern barder of
this valley

Indians named the Cahaba Rivers “lka
Uba," meaning "waters abo' i.e., above
their principal settlements farther south
along the C a and Tallapoosa Rive
19th-century accounts describe the
s beautiful stireams, clear as
al,inwhichon uld see afishinlen
feat of wa
settlers first ent
ds bordering the Cah
the Creek Indian Wars in
Many returmaed t
farms
Indi

1 and

were founded in this se

: Mount Hebron Baptis

Tay'or's Chape! Methodist Cemetory, establishad in
BOOs, 18 ona of Saflerson County's more than

Codar Mount Baptist Church (above) and Pyaceiyl
Valley Baptist Chureh (bolow). (M

mmunities g! Leeds and






